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Assessment



• Observation is the process of
watching a child at work or play
without interfering in the activity.

• It is a way to document a child's
actions, behaviors, interests,
difficulties, needs, and strengths.

Observation



• It is also a way to help teacher's
plan meaningful, useful, and
appropriate activities for the
children in the class.

• To be an observer in the
classroom, the teacher needs to set
aside the time to observe and have
the right tools to record the
observations.

Observation



1. When should I observe?
2. Where should I observe?
3. What observation method 

should I use?
4. Who should I observe?
5. What is the focus of my 

observation?

Questions you may ask yourself before making 
an Observation



• Teacher observations must be sensitive and detailed.

• Teachers document their observations about children's work and the
quality of that work or interaction. This information enables the teacher to
better evaluate and set goals for that child.

• Observing young children takes time and patience.

Observing Children



By observing and recording
children's behavior, teachers can
learn about children's:
üInterests
üAbilities
üSkills
üPreferences

Teacher gains important
information that guide her/him
planning for both individual
children and the class.

Observing Children



üAuthentic assessment is focused on collecting observations in the 
child's natural environment. 

üIt is the ongoing process of gathering, analyzing and reflecting on 
evidence to make informed and consistent judgments to improve future 
student learning. 

Assessment



1. Formative 
Assessment

2. Summative 
Assessment

Types of Assessments



n Observing a child in a particular situation and taking notes
without being subjective. For this purpose teacher has to
maintain check list to observe a certain skill and Anecdotal
record of each child.

n Talking informally to children also provides with lot of
information about the child.

Ways to Observe and Assess Children



Ways to Observe and Assess Children

n Asking questions (closed or open ended) are very helpful
for a teacher to know about the child’s learning

n Talking to parents provide information on areas which a
teacher may not be able to have from observation or talking
to a child.



1. Checklist - A checklist is a fast and easy way to
measure the presence of a particular behavior.
Checklists work best when the items on them are
very carefully defined.

2. Anecdotal Records - These are relatively brief
and casual observations. A teacher's observations
can be very short and may be recorded on the spot.
Anecdotal records are helpful in understanding how
a behavior starts, how it progresses, and how it
ends.

3. Interviews with children - An interview with a
child is a way of directly collecting information from
the child.

Tools for Observation and Assessment



Checklist for completed activities
CHECHLIST FOR COMPLETED ACTIVITIES 

 

CHECKLIST FOR COMPLETED ACTIVITIES 

 



Reading Check List for completed activities
Reading Check List

Name: ____________          Class: _______             Date: _____

Key: S – Satisfactory, N - Needs Improvement, G - Good

Reading Skills S N G Remarks
Recognizes the initial sound of the word
Understand punctuation marks for 
reading
Reading with Comprehension
Reads with Fluency
Vocabulary



Anecdotal Record
ANECDOTAL RECORD 

 
Name _____________________________ Age _______________ Date ________ 
 

Observation Comments 
 
Social: 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Reading 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Health 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Others 
 
 
 
 

 

 
When to Record? Try to record at least one observation in all of these areas every 
six weeks or at any time you notice significant shifts in behavior. 
 

 



Anecdotal Record
Name _____________________________Age ______________ Date _________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

When to record? Try to record at least one observation in all of these areas every six 
weeks or at any time you notice significant shifts in behavior. 



Self Reflection



Tools for Observation and Assessment

4. Video and audio recordings,
photographs - Photographs document
the work and experiences of the
children.

- Video recording allow parents to see
what goes on during the day, or to see
in action a concern that the teacher
has been describing verbally for some
time.

- Audio recording are a wonderful way
of capturing verbal thinking and
socializing.



Tools for Observation and Assessment

5. Mapping - Mapping/tracking helps to collect evidence that identifies a 
child's current interests and the duration that different activities hold an 
individuals attention for. 



Tools for Observation and Assessment
6. Children's drawings - Another form of an interview is to ask young
children to draw pictures and talk with you about their pictures.

• Free hand drawings also tells a lot about what is going on in child’s
mind.



INTERACTION POINT



PORTFOLIO



Teaching Portfolio

• A teaching portfolio is a collection of documents 
that together provide a record of the ideas and 
objectives that inform your teaching. 

• Document the best practices of outstanding 
teachers.

• Keep the record of worksheets/interactive 
activities for students.



Teaching Portfolio
• Pictures to be used as sample in-line with 

teaching content.

• Simple board games for teaching various 
concepts in early literacy and math.

• Sample of effective lesson plan for a particular 
day.

• May have a record of student’s basic information.

Hence a teacher’s portfolio is a tool kit to support 
the teaching that works as self- reflection on the 
pedagogy skills.



Child’s Portfolio
n To celebrate growth.

n To document learning.

n To highlight child's “best work".

n To encourage risk-taking and creativity.

n To improve instruction.



Child’s Portfolio
n To share information with families and 

other teachers.

n To nurture children and foster a positive 
self-concept.

n To encourage self-reflection and help 
children set goals.

n To provide a portrait of the year for the 
child and family.

n To document the uniqueness of each 
individual child.



SUBJECTIVE
&

OBJECTIVE 
OBSERVATION



Activity
ØVisualize a child that you like very much. The child can be your own or

a child from the classroom.

ØCome up with a single word that gives a sense of that child and write it 
down.

ØNow visualize another child that you do not always like so much. You
might wish this one child was not in the class or you might remember
some trouble the child has caused.

ØAgain come up with a single word to describe the child. Record these
words next to the first list.



INTERACTION POINT



Recognizing Subjectivity

• Now review the two lists. What you think about the lists.

• The aim of this activity is to help you see that your "objective"
descriptions of the children can really be very "subjective“.

• Characteristics that are annoying to one teacher may actually delight
another teacher. It is always possible to draw lines between the
adjectives that show both sides of a similar behavior.



Recognizing Subjectivity

• Objective observations are descriptions of what is observed stating
the facts and details with as little interpretation as possible.
The objective observer will seek to record simply what they see without
offering any opinion. In this type of observation results should be the
same among individuals.

• Subjective observations are often influenced by our past events,
personal experiences and opinions, and can be biased based on our
cultural backgrounds.



Recognizing Subjectivity

Here are some suggested positive and negative words that could be
used to describe the same child. Some common examples are :

Positive Negative

Well-behaved Dull conformist (does not follow rules)
Bright Smart aleck (show off)
Cooperative Dingy (gloomy/dull)
Curious Pesky (annoying)
Articulate Whining
Funny Distracting



Practicing Observation
Example:
An observation should also be detailed and descriptive. Include as much information as
possible in the observation notes.

"Waseem walked to the art center and watched Sasha color for about a minute before
he went to the blocks. He asked Natasha if she wanted to build an airport with him.
They began building with Waseem giving directions to Natasha about which blocks to
use. Waseem worked for 5 minutes and then walked away from Natasha without
cleaning up."

This observation can tell a lot about Waseem:
• How he chooses an activity
• How he interacts with other children
• What his interest might be
• What his attention span is on a particular activity
• What kind of follow up Waseem needs



Recognizing Subjectivity

• Recordings of observations should be as objective as possible.

• Objective observations do not include what the teacher thinks or feels.
Rather, they describe what the child actually did or said.

• Objective observations are factual statements, such as, "Waseem threw
the blocks on the floor and walked away."

• Subjective observations attach judgment to the behavior. "Waseem felt left
out and threw the blocks on the floor and walked away.“



Considering Behavior in Context
In our classrooms, teachers are researchers and instructional planners.
We must do the same as parents and watch our children very carefully
and take time to:

1. STOP

2. LOOK

3. LISTEN



Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1Xtr3RKjGc

Considering Behavior in Context

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1Xtr3RKjGc


Sharing Information with Parents

It is important to share academic progress
and growth based on classroom
observations, testing data, assessments,
portfolios, and assignments with
parents/guardian.

Teacher also learn from parents or
guardians to get better informed about
students' strengths, needs, behaviors, and
learning styles. Such meetings also help to
develop ideas/solutions for areas that need
support or areas of interest.



Ways to Share Progress with Parents/Guardians

• Monthly/Annual assessments or report 
card

• E-mail
• Telephone
• Portfolio
• Text/WhatsApp
• Classroom Websites
• Parent – Teacher Conferences



You tube:
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MpOVGG75ZY (Making meaningful 

observations in a preschool classroom)
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efq_EYdkln4 (An Introduction to 

Observation, Assessment & Planning)

Reading Material:

• https://www.pinterest.com/pin/309552174358652971/ (sample 
assessments)

• https://childdevelopment.org/docs/default-source/pdfs/observation-and-
assessment-english2-8-20.pdf?sfvrsn=1e9226c1_2 (Observations and 
assessment)

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/309552174358652971/
https://childdevelopment.org/docs/default-source/pdfs/observation-and-assessment-english2-8-20.pdf?sfvrsn=1e9226c1_2


INTERACTION POINT


